To continue our roles and
responsibilities as keepers of
the earth
Through united efforts to keep
our mighty Fraser River mighty !

Began September 24 at Lillooet and
ended September 25, 2015 at Yale, BC.
This two day Fraser River shore cleanup
brought together the unity of concerned
community members, of the
Nlaka’pamux, St’át’imc and Department
of Fisheries and Oceans.

Items Usually Found:






Set nets
Dip nets
Gill nets
Tarps
Garbage and debris

These belong to fishing stations that need to
be respected by its users. However, today we
will still have an issue with removing fishing
gear at the end of every fishing season.

During this time fishing season had been slowing
down and was only opened for chinook, and
secondary Pink and Coho and absolutely no
retaining of sockeye, further the gear that should be
used this time of year was dip net, angling with rod
and reel only.
Nets with salmon wastage and nets lefts on the
water’s edge were removed, as these nets have the
greatest potential for impacts to migrating salmon
and the potential of becoming a Ghost Net, as well
as debris, traps and garbage.

Bringing people together for one
cause:
It is a meaningful program when Brandon Barney,
T’it’q’et member recalls the trip, “Well, day one was
awesome! Participated in the Ghost Net Removal
Program. We set sail via pontoon raft down the Fraser
River removing any ghost nets that are left that may
cause harm to our salmon, as well as clean any debris
or garbage left on the river shore. Great people, great
fun, and a lot of laughs along the way. Great job
team!!!

St’át’imc Chief:
After our 2014 trip, Chief Shelley Leech expressed that it is important for
leaders and members to participate in the Ghost Net Removal Program to
gain a greater understanding of the work that is being done on the river.
It is also an opportunity to witness first-hand the collaboration that is
taking place between nations in protecting the river and the salmon.

Nlaka’pamux Chief:
Chief James Hobart was not sure what to expect when he volunteered to participate in the Ghost Net Removal, he
was surprised at the different respects shown to the life's blood of our nations, the river and the salmon. Some
fishing sites were only known because the Nlaka'pamux Fishing Committee and the NRO Program knew where
people fished; some were left in a natural respectful state while others were obvious of the garbage and nets
strewn about.
It was shocking to see such contrast from last year to this year and believes it was due to education through
discussions at the Fishing Forums that each year the negative sites become fewer and fewer. He feels honored to
be part of such a positive event and for this year to be joined by St'át'imc leadership Chief Shelly Leech was
great. He encourages all canyon fisherman/women and especially our youth should participate in this program, as
well as other nations along the entire Fraser River and it's tributaries to implement a Ghost Net Removal into
their resource protection strategy. Contact NNTC to get started. Great Job Fraser River Rafters, NNTC and SGS
for such positive efforts. Kukschamc Chief James Hobart

Rafting Company used:
The Kumsheen Rafting Resort Company
provided the water vessels for this year’s
annual Ghost Net Removal Program.
Kumsheen Rafting Resort - Lytton
Camping/Caravan site
1345 Hwy 1, Lytton, British Columbia VOK 1Z0,
Canada
1 (866) 524-8758

Number of Nets taken:
2015 was a success once again as we
removed 15 nets, two nets had wasted fish
(one which had one fish and the other had
5 with a few fish that were fortunately
released)
The first day we had 20 and the second day
26 community members taking the lead in
helping our Fraser River, and to continue
our roles and responsibilities as keepers of
the earth, through this united effort to
keep our Fraser River mighty!

We Encourage you to Remind your
Members :
 Clean up camps
 Take tarps down
 Bring any garbage out
 Hunker any tarps and fishing nets so they
don’t have a chance to get flushed into the
water

Any Questions?
Lillooet Tribal Council
814 Hwy 99
PO Box 1420
Lillooet, BC V0K 1V0
Phone: 250-256-7523
Nlaka'pamux Nation Tribal Council
PO Box 430
Lytton, BC V0K 1Z0
Phone: 250-455-2711
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
654 Industrial Place
PO Box 315
Lillooet, BC V0K 1V0
Phone: 1-800-465-4366

